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Posted: Apr 27, 2011
SAVANNAH, Ga. - Armstrong Atlantic State University senior forward Jesse Wheeler was awarded the 55th annual Ashley
Dearing Cup today for leading the 2010-11 Pirate men's basketball team in free throw shooting.
A native of Atlanta, Ga., Wheeler hit 85-of-100 free throws this season for an 85.0 percentage, which ranked third in the
Peach Belt Conference and 57th in NCAA Division II. The redshirt senior's performance is the fifth-best in Armstrong men's
basketball history for players with at least 100 free throws attempted in a single season.
On the year, Wheeler averaged 11.5 points and 5.0 rebounds for the 14-12 Pirate men's squad. His free throw shooting was
key in the Pirates' 88-84 win at USC Aiken on January 8 as he made 11-of-12 free throws, as well as Armstrong's 86-80 win
over Georgia Southwestern when he made 10-of-11. 
The award, established by long-time Savannah area sports supporter Ashley Dearing, was instituted in 1954 to emphasize
the importance of the free throw. Today's award was presented by Ashley's wife, Angela, and son, Kennon. The Savannah
community lost Dearing, an Armstrong Atlantic State Athletic Hall of Fame citation winner, in March of 2009 but the family
has committed to continuing the Ashley Dearing Cup in his honor.
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